PREFACE
THIS book is not intended to be a careful map of John
Evelyn's life, traced chronologically through the
dated entries of his memoirs and supplemented by
comments taken from the full notes which have
appeared in the successive editions of the Diary; nor
does it pretend to give any expert estimate of Evelyn's
multifarious pursuits and talents, or any exact
measure of his accomplishments in science, art and
letters. My intention has been rather to present a
picture of the man, his interests arid his relations
with his fellows and his times, co-ordinating material
from his letters and his writings as well as from his
Diary in such a way as to allow him to tell his own
story at every stage. By this means readers who may
not be attracted by the Diary form of writing can be
brought to a fuller knowledge of a singularly dis-
tinguished figure, whose life had many points of
contact with the various movements of his age,
As compared with to-day there was a great
restraint in biographical output in former centuries.
We are trying to fill in the blanks by picking out men
of note of whom, with the aid of research, fuller
biographies can be made- Men of action are good
subjects because records of their doings can easily be
unearthed, and writers and artists are also chosen
because of the work they have left behind them.
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